Much Ado About Nothing 

Kenneth Branagh Production 1993

1. How does this production begin (prior to Leonato’s first words)? Why is the purpose/effect of the director’s decision?

2. What tone does the arrival of the soldier’s give?

3. Does Act 1 suggest Beatrice and Benedick’s banter is in hate or fun? How can you tell?

4. Why do you think this production removes Act 1 Scene 2 (Leonato’s brother gives Leonato the misunderstood gossip of Don Pedro wooing Hero)?

5. Many critics gave Keanu Reeves a  thumbs down for his portrayal of Don John? Do you agree with their assessment?

6. How do the masks worn at the masquerade shed light on the director’s view of the characters?

7. How is Benedick’s eavesdropping in the garden made more comical with added stage direction?

8. Even more, how are the Watchmen embellished with added stage direction?

9. How does the setting employ pathetic fallacy (the setting relects the tone of the scene or emotions of the characters)?

10. Is Claudio’s and Leonato’s anger  accentuated or diminished in the defilement wedding scene?

11. Is Margaret shows as more guilty or less guilty in this production?

12. How effective is the costuming and casting?

13. How does the production underscore the possible meaning of “noting” in the title as making musical notes?

14. Did you like it?
