Iroquois Creation Story

In Groups:

Read aloud and act out the story

Questions for discussion: 

1. What are the characteristics of the oral tradition? Tone? Movement? Sound of language?

2. Compare the story to any other stories you know: How can we understand the story in reference to our own stories? Mythology - Twins – Romulus and Remus, Biblical - Cane and Abel, Mother Earth, Good and Evil, Devil and Angel? Others?

3. What are the different literary criticisms we can apply to this and all texts? Feminist criticism, New Historicist, Psychoanalytic (Jungian)? Use Handout.

4. How can we find elements of America in the story? Landscape, new world, nature, etc.

